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Ty E charafters, in the following 
narrative, though highly coloured, are 
taken from the life, Thoſe who may © 
think the principal fipure has been 
touched with too free a pencil, are de- 
fired to recollett that it is the portrait. 
of Superſtition, —a ſubje# which even 
Fuſeli, with all bis creative genius, 
could not have treated #00 extrava- 
gantly nor could Bunbury himſelf 
have ftretched it into caricature. It 
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Gas been ſaid that men are capable of 
any extravagancy, when once their 
Hactled reaſon is led in triumph by 
fancy and prejudice. Yet ſuch men, 
<w1th all their abſurdities, generally paſs 
anneticed ;—/0 true is it, that we read 
every day with aſtoniſhment things 


which we ſee every day without ſur- 
priſe. 
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8 Oe all earthly things a ring is 


the moſt dangerous: It is pregnant 


with z (p<antations, magic, forceries, 


and c very other ſpecies of diabolical 
B art 
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art and invention. By what was 


the miſtreſs of the great Charle- 
maigne enchanted, but by a gold 
ring? And is it not upon record 
that the Emperor himſelf was e- 
qually bewitched by this fatal ma- 
chine of miſchief. "Ul, at length, 
he cauſed it to be thrown into a 


pond, around which however he 


continued to wander with a pleaſ- 
ing fort of melancholy, even to 
the laſt hour of his exiſtence. . 
Therefore beware I conjure thee, | 
Andrew, if thou haſt any regard 


— ro 
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to thy future welfare, touch it 


not.” 


A ; 


Such was the ſolemn admonition 
of Captain Guathorpe to his faith- 
ful domeſtic; who, while he was 
ſtubbing vp the laſt lingering roots 
of two magnificent rows of oaks, 


hoary with age and ſhattered by 


lightening, that from time imme- 


morial had adorned the court-yard 


of the Captain's ſolitary manſion, 


diſcovercd among the twiſted fibres 


2 zing, Which, to trace its origin 
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by its ruſt-caten ſurface and ex- 
traordinary fize, had probably been 
formed for the Herculean finger 
of ſome hero, or rather giant of 


antiquity. 


As an exclamation. fo fingular 
as that of Captain Gunthorpe has, 
perhaps, excited ſome little curt- 
ofity in the reader, it may not 
be improper, ere we proceed fur- 
ther in our narrative, to ſketch a 
few of the leading ſeatures of his 


character. 


It 
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It has been obſerved that Fortune 
often delights to dignify what Na- 
ture has neglected, and that that 
renown which cannot be claimed 
by intrinfic excellence or greatneſs, . 
is ſometimes derived from the 
moſt unexpected accidents. The 
ſtory of Captain Gunthorpe will 


evince, that this remark is not 


founded in error. In his youth, 
far from diſcovering any eminent 
abilities, or ſuperiority of genius, 
he had barely his ſhare of thoſe 
common endowments, which ge- 


3 nerally 
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nerally fall to the lot of human 
nature. Deſtitute alſo of fortune 
and friends, nor poſſeſſing ſuffici- 
ent ſpirit to attempt the acquiſi- 


tion of either, he was, to all ap- 


pearance, deſtined to paſs through 


life, unnoticed and unknown. But 


by one lucky accident a total 
change was produced in his fitu- 
ation and circumſtances: and he 
was raiſed, on a ſudden, from in- 
digence and obſcurity to diſtinguiſh- 
ed affluence and ſplendor. His 


father had been a merchant of 


ſome 
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ſome eminence in the city of Lon 
don, but being induced, through 
the example of other raſh adven- 
turers, to embark in the famous 
South Sea ſcheme, he had the 
misfortune to fee himſelf, at once, 
bercaved of a conſiderable pro- 
perty, that he had gained from 
long experience, and indefatigable 
induſtry. The remorſe that fol- 
lowed this act of imprudence, 
added to ſo heavy a loſs, entirely 


deprived him of his reaſon: and, 
B 4 75 | 
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on the verge of bankruptcy, he 


died a lunatic. 


The death of an affectionate 
parent, and the loſs of an im- 
menſe fortune, which he had 
always been taught to expect, 
conſiderably depreſſed .he ſpirits 

of young Gunthorpe: but the 

idea of being (as it is called) his 

own maſter, and of emerging 
from a counting houſe, a ſituation 

which he had always held in the 


utmoſt abhorrence, ſoon baniſhed 
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every painful ſenſation from his 
mind. He had always expreſſed + 


a ſtrong defire for a ſea life, and 


he had now an opportuaity of 
following his inclinations. With- 
out hefitation, therefore, he ſet 
off inſtantly for Portſmouth, and 
entered as a volunteer, on board 
a ſhip of war lying at Spithead. 
He paſſed the uſual time as a 


mid{hipman of the navy, diſtin- 


guiſhed only by his peculiarities; 


among which was a belief he pro- 
feiled to entertain, of the exiſt- 


ence 


® SOLITARY CASTLE. 


on the verge of bankruptcy, he 


died a lunatic. 


The death of an affectionate 
parent, and the loſs of an im- 
menſe fortune, which he had 
always been taught to expect, 
confiderably depreſſed .he ſpirits 
of young Gunthorpe: but the 
idea of being (as it is called) his 


own maſter, and of emerging 


from a counting houſe, a ſituation 
| which he had always held in the 
| utmoſt abhorrence, ſoon baniſhed 
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every painful ſenſation from his 
mind. He had always — 
a ſtrong defire for a ſea life, and 
he had now an opportunity of 
following his inclinations. With» 
Out hefitation, therefore, he ſet 
oft inſtantly for Portſmouth, and 
entered as a yolunteer, on board 
a ſhip of war lying at Spithead. 
He paſſed the uſual time as a 
midſhipman of the navy, diſtin- 
guiſhed only by his peculiarities; 
among which was a belief he pro- 
feſſed to entertain, of the exiſt- 


ence 
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ence of enchanted iſlands: and 


a conſtant habit that he had con- 


tracted of walking the quarter 
deck every moonlight evening, 
with a nigbt-glaſs in his hand, in 
order to keep, as he ſaid, a 
good look out for mermaids,” 


Fortunately for him, his firſt 
commiſſion was that of a lieute- 
nant of the Centurian, in which 


ſhip Lord Anſon was then about 


to ſail on a ſecret expedition: and 


| 
i ln et as 
i though, during his tour round the 


world, 
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world, Mr. Gunthorpe diſplayed 
no fingular marks of courage 
or addreſs, he had the ſatisfaction, 
on his return, to find himſelf 
entitled to a very large allotment 
of the treaſure arifing from the 
capture of the Acapulco galleon : 
his ſhare of prize money amount- 
ing, at leaſt, to an hundred ihn 
ſand dollars.“ 


He was ſoon aſterwards ap- 


pointed a poſt captain, when he 
quitted the fervice and married. 


But 
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But it was his misfortune to mar- 
ry, according to Sir Harry Wil- 
dair's definition, a true born Eng- 


liſh-woman of faſhion with a true 


French education. The prieſt 
made them both one fleſh, but 
their blood it was beyond- his 
power to unite. He was ſtill a 
diſbanded officer, and ſhe ſtill a 
woman of quality. In ſhort, 
after he had been, ſeveral years, 


entangled, rather than gently 


bound, in the Hymenzal knot, 


Death, in pity to his ſufferings, 


cut 
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cut the thread of Lady Bonne- 
grace Gunthorpe's exiſtence, and 
once more ſet him at liberty. His 
ſubſequent ſufferings, however, 
in conſequence of the abandoned 
conduct of a favourite ſon, who, 
after having diſſipated nearly half 
his fortune in ſcenes of riot and 
debauchery, had privately em- 
barked, as a cadet, for the Eaſt 
Indies, drove the captain to utter 
deſpondency : *till at length, dif- 
guſted with the world, and in- 
ſenſible to all its enjoy ments, he 

deter- 
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determined to renounce, for ever, 
the ſociety of mankind. For this 
purpoſe, he . purchaſed an old 
caſtle, fitvated on the borders of 
a wild uncultivated foreſt in the 
north of England: carrying with 
him an only davghter, about ten 
years old, whom he reſolved to 
bring up in perfect innocence, 
by depriving her of all intercourſe 
with her fellow creatures, except- 
ing his own family, which con- 
fiſted only of one elderly female, 


and one male domeſtic, -:In or- 
der 
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der, moreover, to preclude all 
poſſibility of a diſcovery, he 
charged his name from Gun- 
thorpe to that of Vernon, the * 
name of his favourite admiral. 
And by this laſt name he will be 
known in the courſe of the fol- 
lowing narrative. He had lived 


but a few years in this ſolitude, 


when his mind, naturally tintured 
with ſuperſtition, became a prey | 
to thoſe viſionary ſcruples, and 
idle fancies, which a melancholy 
habit, witen nouriſhed by ſolitude TY 


and 
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and inactivity, ſeldom fails to 
produce. In this deſponding ſtate, 
he was continually reading the 
* Pilgrim's Progreſs, and Sweden- 
bourg's Hiſtory of Spirits: and 
theſe were the only books that he - 
put into the hands of his daugh- 
ter. Nor indeed was the beau- 
tifal Margaret, of whom we 
ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak here- 
after, leſs a prey than her father, 
to the impulſes of ſuperſtition. 


A continual recurrence to the 


fame ſubjects ſoon reWized in her 
bewild- 
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bewildered imagination, the vi- 
ſions of Bunyan, and the ſtill 
more wonderful dreams of the 


honorable and learned Swede. 


The gloomineſs of the fituation 
he had clwſen, was indeed ſuf- 
ficient to have created the deepeſt 


melancholy in minds leſs expoſed 
to its influence. The boufe, which 


was placed i in a deep valley, was 


ſurrounded and entirely hidden 
by a large grove of elm trees, 
from which we eternal chatter- 

Vor. I. C ing 
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ing of jays and magpyes, and the 
croaking of crows and ravens, 
that returned in clouds every 
evening, from their incurſions 
into the foreſt, in ſearch of food, 
formed altogether a clamour more 
harſh and diſſonant than can be 


eafily imagined. Beneath. the 


elms was 2 thick plantation of 
yews, hollies, cypreſſes, and other 
evergreens: through which were 
cut gloomy ſerpentine paths: nor 
was there any relief for the eye 
amidſt this diſmal ſcene, except 

> from 
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from a profufion of frightful 
ſphynxes, griffins, and hyznas, 
that appeared to have been carved 
from the over-hanging rocks, by 
ſome ſelf. taught Praxitiles, at leaſt 
a dozen centuries ago. Theſe 
being placed as a kind of guar- 
dians of the walks, grinned moſt 
horrible ſmiles at the traveller, as 
he paſſed through each inter- 
twiſted path, and ſolitary turn 
ing. Over the front door of 
the caſtle was a large portico 
ſupported by mutilated pillars, 

C 2 almoſt 
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almoſt entirely covered with 
horſe ſhoes which had been placed 
there as infallible preventives a- 
gainſt witchcraft, Nor was the in- 
fide of the building leſs remarkable. 
In the midſt of a large hall, paved 
with thick blocks of black marble, 
was a piece of Moſaic work, form- 
ed of an aſſemblage of different 
coloured ſtones, cemented toge- 
ther, and diſpoſed in broad lights 
and ſhadows, in imitation of 
painting. This piece was inten- 
ded to repreſent the paſſage of 
C 2 the 
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the Iſraelites through the Red 
Sea, and in its place was ſubſti- 
tuted another, conſiſting of ſquare 
pieces of red brick, interſected 
with ſquares of white Portland 
ſtone, of the ſame dimenſions; 
which were deſigned for the laſt 
tetiring waves. Theſe, however, 
being regularly intermixed, had 
the appearance of an enormous 
draft-board, and the Iſraclites, 
inſtead of purſuing their journey, 


appeared at the firſt glance, bus. 
C 3 ſily 
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fily employed in playing at the 


game of cheſs. 


Seven niches were ſcooped in 
the walls round the hall, in which 
ſeven Kings of England, who 
reigned during the heptarchy, 
frowned in marble : and to ren- 
der the appearance of theſe fta- 
tnes perfectly terrible, the Cap- 


' tain had drefled them all in 


ſuits of real and complete armour, 
which, excepting a univerſal ruſt 


that orerſpread them, had been 


liule 


* 
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little injured by time, although 
they had outlived at leaſt three 


generations, 


s 
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| IN WHICH IS DISPLAYED MUCH 
ERUDITION., 
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MW HAT danger can there 
be in ſuch a trifile?” cried An- 
drew, beating with his ſpade the 


E incruſtations of blue mould that 
adhered to the ring—** if your 
honour will give me leave, I will 


venture to pick it up.“ 


Not 


I, 
© SOLITARY CASTLE, 25 


« Not for the world,” ex- 
claimed Captain Vernon, haſtily 
laying hold of his hand, —I tell 
you again you are ignorant of + 


its evil properties.“ 


« True, but I gueſs its good 


ones,“ interrupted Andrew, ſtoop- 


ing down, to examine it more 
cloſely,—*<* It is certainly gold. 
geld, your honour, as I ama 


ſeaman and a ſinner.” 


© So much the worſe. Read 


the | 


— ——— 


26 SOLITARY CASTLE. 


the hiſtory of dæmonology, and 


you will find that nothing has 


proved more deſtructive to man- 


- kind than gold rings in the hands 


of black magicians.” 


* Your honour means in the 
way of matrimony,” ſaid An- 
drew, flily, “for as to the black 
magicians we read of, I ſuppoſe 


they were nothing more or leſs 
than perſons who ſpliced honeſt 
folks together in couples.“ 


4% A truce 
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A truce with trifling,” cried 


the captain peeviſhly,” ever fince 
thy keen reply to the admiral, at 
St. Rem thou has been, up- 
on every occaſion, attempting to 


ſhew thy ſorry wit.“ 


hy the Royal George, I had 
rather be keel-hauled than be 
told of that Ifland,” faid An- 


drew,—* The mention of it 


brings ſo many unwelcome 
thoughts to my remembrance. 
But enough of that=Many a 

ſalr 
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ſalt wave have we floated over 


together; many a hot- blooded 
Spaniard have we ſent hiſſing to 
the bottom of the ſea, in order to 
cool himſelf: and many a town 
have we fet fire to in the night, 
that we might rob the peaceable 
citizens of their gold, by the light 
of its flames; force away their 
wives and daughters, and in caſe 
of reſiſtance But enough of 
that, as I ſaid before, We were 
told that they were all our ene- 


mies: and what right has a ſea- 
man 
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man to think for himſelf? He 
has only to obey the orders of 
his commanders, and let them 
look to the miſchief they occa- 
ſion. It is a little ſtrange, how- 
ever, that, after ſailing round the 


whole world together, attacking 
and conquering our real enemies 


the Spaniards, we ſhould at 
length caſt anchor in this lone- 
ſome corner of it, for no other 
purpoſe, but to fight with foes of 
our own making. For, in my 


humble opinion, the whole race 


of 
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of apparitions, witches, and ſy⸗ 
rens, are as harmleſs a fet of 
cruigers as ever turned to windward 
on this, or the other fide of the 
north pole. Why then ſhould 


we be continually trying them by 


courts martial, when, after all, 
we ſhall never be able to puniſh 


till we can catch them.” 


„ They have been often 


caught,“ cried the Captain, ſome- 


what baſtily, and often pu- 
niſhed: elſe why have laws been 
enacted 


SOLITARY CASTLE. yr 
enated againſt them? Even in 
the time of the Romans the De- 
cemviri cauſed a law to be en- 
graved on the twelve tables againſt 


witchcraft. It is true, thou haft 


never read hiftory, and therefore 
art incapable of judging of theſe 


matters: but thou haſt read thy 
bible, Andrew, and furely thou 
canſt not have forgotten the witch 
of Endor. With reſpe& to Sy- 
rens, can quote you the Odyſ- 
ſey of Homer to prove that 


Ulyfles, the wiſeſt of men, was 


attacked 
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attacked and ſubdued by them in 


Ithaca.” 


« No need of that,” interrupt- 
ed Andrew, darting a quid of 
tobacco, with ſome violence, on 


the ground. Ulyſſes, I ſup- 


poſe, was no wiſer than the reſt 


of the crew, and as for the 


| Uland of Ithaca, why need we 


go ſo far for, proofs, ſince I have 
been in the ſame, ſituation a ſcore 


of times, on Portmouth-proint.” 


ff + 


« Thou 
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Thou art ſtill pleaſant, An- 
drew: but! find, thou wilt place 
no faith in theſe things. Otherwiſe 
I could recount to thee a thouſand 
atteſted miracles, as evidences in 


favour of my argument,” 


*- Poſſible enough. It is true 


have no great knowledge of mi- 


racles: but, if they are what I 


take them for, I ſhovild think that 
they would never paſs muſter, at 
leaſt, as evidence, But that I may 
be able to ſteer clear of rocks and 
Vor. I. Wo breakers, 
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| breakers, will your honour firſt 


| bring me acquainted with the 
1 ſhip's company?“ 
i « You with for a definition?“ 
| Without doubt,” replied An- 
| drew, looking wiſely, although he 
was unable to underſtand the 
meaning of the word. 
| * A miracle,” continued Cap- 
| tain Vernon, is an effect above 
' human, or natural power, per- 
. formed in atteſtation of ſome 
truth, and therefore performed 


N by ſome ſupernatural power.“ 
| 4 All 


_ 
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« All that is above my com- 
prehenſion,“ replied Andrew. 
<« I] have, here, quite loſt my 
| longitude, and unleſs we deſcend 
to plain ſailing 1 ſhall never be 
able to make up for lee way. Sup- 
poſe your honour were to give 
me a ſpice of your atteſted mi- 
racles, as you are pleaſed to call 


them.” 
cc With all my heart. What 
leſs than a miracle was that fa- 


mous affair of the enormous egg 
that we read of in the Talmud, 
D 2 which 
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which, falling from the ſkies, 
overſpread the tops of four hun- 
dred tall cedars, and, breaking 
againſt their trunks, deluged with 
the liquid ſubſtance that flowed 


from its ſhell, at leaſt forty ſur- 


rounding villages? And yet this 
ſtory, wonderful as it is, cannot 
be compared with that of the 
bull, which we alſo read of 1 


the Talmud, who, every day, 


devoured the produce of ten thou- 


| fand mountains” 
This is plain ſailing with a 


ven- 


* 
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vengeance,” cried Andrew, at- 
tempting to ſnap aſunder, a roll 
of twiſted tobacco which he drew 
from his fide pocket. But if your 
honour will be pleaſed to take in 
a reef, I ſhall be glad to be in- 
formed what you mean by this 
{aid Talmud.“ 

It is a book,” replied the 
Captain, that contains the moſt 
ſacred writings of the Jewiſh 
doctors.“ 

« Split my topfails,” exclamed 
the indignant ſeaman, if there 
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be a Jew, or a Jeu doctor in 
chriſtian land, that has faith 
enough to believe in ſuch vaga- 
ries.” 

„Thou art much miſtaken, 
friend. The celebrated Miſna 19 
fraught with facts ſtill more won- 
derful. I necd only mention the 
ſerpent that cat a frog larger 
than a whole village, and was 
afterwards ſeized by a crow, that 
inſtantly flew into the next tree, 
and there deyoured his prey. The 
ſtory, though to thee it may ap- 


pear 
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pear incredible, is, at this very 
hour, believed by every tribe 
of Hebrews, from Duke's place 
to Jeruſalem.” 

The only anfwer that Andrew 
made to this bold affertion, was 
a loud whiſtle : and the Captain 
proceeded to finiſh his catalogue 
of wonders. * Thou ſeemeſt 
confounded, Andrew,” ſaid he, 
“ but thy ſurpriſe is merely the 
effect of thy ignorance. In the 
writings of antiquity we meet 
with ſtories infinitely more aſto- 


D 4 niſhing 
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niſhing than the truths which I 
have related: and yet, I muſt 


own, that there are ſome even of 


thoſe, which 1 cannot bring my- 


ſelf to regard as merc fables. 


Perhaps thou haſt never heard 


of the nymph Alcyone, who was 
drowned by ſhipwreck, and aſter- 
wards turned into a kingsfiſher?” 
Never, your honour.” 
Nor of the three filters, Me- 
duſa, Stheno and Eurayle, whoſe 
heads were covered with ſnakes 
inſtead of hair,” | 


« Never!“ 
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Never! cried Andrew, grin- 
ning moſt frightfully. 

Nox of the giant Orion, con- 
tinued the captain, . who was ſo 
tall chat he could walk acroſs the 
Atlantic ocean, with his head 
above water.“ 

Never!“ repeated Andrew. 

„ Nor of Cencus, the famous 
dwarf, whoſe height, at thirty 
years of age, did not exceed half © - 
the length of the right arm of 
Alexander's ſtatue.” 

J never heard of this Chr, 

| ſaid 
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faid Andrew, enraged at his 


maſter's credulity, and determined 


to revenge himſelf, by advancing, 
in his turn, ſome fiction ſtill more 
extrayagant,—* I never heard, 
I ſay, of this dwarf: but I recol- 
let having ſeen with my own 
eyes, a French gentleman, much 
ſmaller than MoaGour Cencus.— 
Zounds, Sir, they were no more 


to be compared than a three 


decked man of war to a Goſport 


wherry.” 
ls it poſſible?” cried the 


Captain, 
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captain, ** Perhaps, then, he 
was as diminutive as Madian of 
Halicarnaſſus, who was barely 
half a cubit in height.” 

« Much ſmaller,” anſwered 
Andrew, aſſuming a look of gra- 
vity. 

N was, then, as puny as 
Aditi, the Perſian orator.” 

* Smaller till.” 

“Or as Tytyrus of Alexan- 
dria: or the two Roman brothers, 
T hyr 7s and Idmon.” 

AA million times leſs than 


taz 


1 
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| the leaſt of them all,“ replied 
| Andrew, © I know of nothing, 


in nature, ſmall enough to com- 


pare him with: but your honour 
will have ſome notion of his 
0 fize, when J aſſure, on the faith 
ö of a ſeaman, that he once un- 


deertock a journey acroſs a Quren- 


Anne farthing, and was a whole 


Thou lieſt, inſolent yarlet!” 
exclaimed the irritated captain, 
feeling the whole force of the 


| day performing it.” 
| 


ſeaman's retort courteous, © Thou 
lieſt 


© / 
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lieſt from thy ſoul. It is not 
poſſible, in the order of things, 
that ſuch a being ſhould live.” 

« He lived, it is true, but a 
ſhort time,” continued Andrew, 
« for ſcarce had he got half 
way on his return, when, paſſing 
oyer the right ſhoulder of Bri- 
tannia, he fell into an unlucky 
ſcrate that chanced to be in the 
copper, and unfortunately broke - 
his neck?” 


This farcaſtic reply proved a 


coup mortel to the captain's cauſes 


who 


* 
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who, after darting a look of 
ineffable contempt at his oppo- 
nent, quitted the field of battle, 
leaving the ſon of Neptune to 
enjoy the honour of the victory, 
and the poſſeſſion of the ring; 
which, however, after all, was 
found to have adorned, not the 
finger of a hero, or a demigod, 
as we at firſt, conjectured, but 
the noſe of a Weſtphalian hog, 
that had formerly been deprived 
of this cankered badge, whilſt he 
was grubbing up the earth, in 
ſearch of fallen Acorns. 

* CHAS 
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Gr 


WHICH, THOUGH SHORT, CONTAINS 
SOMETHING EXTRAORDINARY, 


ING» the days of the face- 


tious Fielding, it ſeems to have 
been an almoſt invariable cuſtom 
for the writer of fictitious hiſtory 
to preſent his readers with a por 


trait of his heroine, who, indeed, 


has always a juſt claim to their 


admiration ; 


. 
4 
1 
1 
4 
1 
. 
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admiration: being of courſe ©* the 
molt beautiful of all beautiful wo- 
men in the univerſe.” But the 
preſent hiſtorian, having once 
heard it obſerved, that no man 
was ever great by imitation, has 
determined to leave the road fo 
often trodden by his predeceſſors, 
and to ftrike out a new path for 
himſelf. Let not the reader, how- 
ever, too haſtily imagine that Miſs 
Gunthorpe, or, as we muſt now 
call her, Miſs Vernon, has no 


pretenfions to beauty, and there- 


\ 


fore 
/ = 


* 


— 


* 
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fore ſhrinks from a compariſon 
with thoſe enchanting creatures 
whom we have juſt mentioned. 
No—To expand the human face 
to its full perfection, ſays the 
ſolid Johnſon, it ſeems neceſſary 
that the heart ſhould co-operate 
by placidneſs of content or con- 
ſciouſneſs of ſuperiority. In or- 


der, therefore, to ſhew (howe- 


ver ſtrange it may ſeem) that 
the lovely Margaret had a face 
exquifitely beautiful, we hall 
here take the liberty to diet 
Vor. I. E her 
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her heart. But before-we take 
up the inciſion knife, we will - 
caution a few of the fair readers 
of romances to paſs on to the fol- 
lowing chapter, leſt an exhibition 
ſo uncommon, inſtead of adding 
to their ſtock of pleaſant ideas, 
ſhould fill them with ſenſations 
of horror and diſguſt. To the 
more ſerious and * timorous 


of the ſex, no apology will be 


offered, becauſe ſhe who dares 


to examine her own heart, need 


not be afraid of viewing that 
of 
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of another. The minute con- 
templation of a ſkeleton has ſaved 
the life of many a patient, 

But why ſhould we carry on 
the compariſon, fince ours is not 
a frightful anatomical diſſection; 
but rather a PRo8?EcTvVS of the 
different paſſions that agitated the 
mind of our. heroine, as they 
ſprung one out of another, and 
all, as the ſpeQator will obſerve, 
from the principal root—VIR-__ 
TUE, 


E 2 Should 
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dtn 


Denis 
* 


Should the reader, in the courſe 


of the following narrative, be at 


4 loſs to account for the unex- 
ampled conduct of the beautcous 
Margaret, let him turn back, and 


Once 
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once more examineher heart, He 
will there find the ſpring of all 
her actions 
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A PHANOMENON, 


Ox the north ſide of the grove 
that i tke caſtle, there 
was a pair of maſſy iron gates, 
leading to the foreſt, near which 
Captain Vernon had ereQted a 
ſort of gothic temple under a clump 


of cedars. During ſummer, he 


frequently 
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frequently paſſed the afternoon 
in this retreat, with his daughter, 
who generally read to him the 
Pilgrim's Progreſs, while he 
ſmoked his pipe, and ſurveyed 
the ſurrounding ſolitary landſcape, 
conliſting, ſimply of a wide ex- 
tent of brakes, furzes, and bri- 
ars, with a few white rocks ſcat- 
teredion the back ground: above 
which a long chain of black and 
barren mountains reared their 
lofty heads, and terminated the 
view. | 

E 4 On 
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On a fine ſummer evening, 
about the middle of July, as he 
was fitting in the manner juſt 
deſcribed, he was not a little 

_ ſurpriſed, on caſting his eyes a- 
croſs the foreſt, at the fight of 
a large obicular body, which ap- 
peared to ſail through the atmo- 
ſphere in various direCtions, till, 
at length, it mounted perpen- 
dicularly to an immenſe height, 
and appeared for ſome time to 


hover over the diſtant mountains. 


Warmed by the enthuſiaſm of 
the 
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the pages which Margaret had 
been reading, and thinking this 
appearance no leſs than à mira- 
cle, the Captain inſtantly ran into 
the houſe, to ſummon the ſervants 
to the ſpot, particularly the houſe- 
keeper, for whoſe perſon-he had 
the higheſt veneration, although 
he did not entertain quite ſo good 
an opinion of her judgment: the 
phy fiological diſputes which were 
frequent between them, being 
ſometimes carried to an extent 
that far exceeded the bounds. of 

modera- 
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moderation. Mr. Vernon's hy- 
potheſis reſpecting ſupernatural 
beings had always been rejected. 
and vigorouſly oppoſed by Mrs. 
Dejolime, for that was the name 
of this favourite domeſtic, who 
was the widow of a French of- 
ficer, and whoſe conſtitutional 
frame of mind was ſodiametrically 
oppoſite to the gloomy diſpoſition 
of the Captain, that ſhe partook of 
all the characteriſtic levity of her 
nation. Nothing could equal the 
Captain's ſurpriſe when, on his 


TCLUTR 
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return to the temple, on the ſkirts 
of the foreſt, where he had left his 
daughter, he found that the orb 
had approached ſo near during 
his abſence, that he could now 
diſtinguiſh a phantom, ſuſpended 
to it, Which appeared to have 
painted wings, waving in one 
hand a flag of various colours, 
and with the other, majcſtically 
pointing to the ſkies. His joy at 
ſo ſurpriſing and unexpected a 
ſight was ſo exceflive that he 
was deprived of all utterance, and 

abſo⸗ 
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abſolutely rivetted to the ſpot 
where he ſtood. The colour in- 


ſtantly mounted into his cheeks: 


he caſt his eyes, firſt on his daugh- 
ter, and then with more ſtedfaſt- 
neſs on Mrs. Dejolimie, at the 
fame time pointing towards the 


phænomenon, as if he had ſaid 


ce 1 have conquered!—— This is 
the moment of conviction and of 
triumph.” 

This profound filence was ſoon 
interrupted by the arrival of An- 


drew, who came running full 
ſpeed 
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ſpeed through the grove, towards 


the temple, with a large teleſcope 
on his ſhoulder, which he pre- 


ſented tothe Captain with the fol- 
lowing curious addreſs. 

«© When we were at ſea your 
honour diſcovered many an ene- 
my by means of this inſtrument, 
As to the ſtrange ſail that has juſt 
love in fight, we ſhall ſoon be 


able to bring her to, if you will oy 
keep a good look out, while I 


Juſt ſep into the hall for arms 


and ammunition. It is true we 


_ muſt 
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1 


much expect a hot action, for if 
the commander of yonder veſſel, 
who hangs to the ſhrouds like a 
Kampſchatka cat, be not either a 
Frenchman or a devil, why then 
do not know how to diſtinguiſh 
the jib-boom from the main hal. 


frards.” 


«Le Frenchman or le diable,” 


repeated Mrs, Dejolimie, ſome- 


What hurt by the compariſon, 


* ma foi, Monſieur 4 Capitaine, 


| | mtvidfianding you have ſo much 
of de lilertè in England, your 


INCAINCT 


— 
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meaner ſervants take more dan 
deir ſhare of de commodite. Mais 


en meme temps, vat you call dat 


live ting to de ſky : for I am ſome 


little fr ayee.” 


„It is impoſſible for me, at 
preſent, to judge of its ſpecies, or 
properties,“ anſwered the Cap- 
tain, eagerly looking through the 
* glaſs, © but as nearly as I am 
able to guels, it is what the great 
Swedenbourg calls a ſpirit of the 
firſt Natc, Theſe are a fort of 
beings that exiſt ſpiritually in 


form 
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form and in ſubſtance. He ac- 
knowledges that he has ſeen and 


converſed with them at various 


times: nor did he ever remark 
in them any thing that differed 
from the human form: and, that 


this might not be ſuſpected of 


being a deception, or viſion of 


the imagination, he has ſeen them 
when quite awake, and in all 
the clearneſs of ſenſible percep- 
tion,” 

„ have read the paflage a 
thouſand times,” cried Margaret, 


* 


who 
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who had liſtened to her father's 
rhapſody with the greateſt atten- 
tion, —© and I believe it to be 


true to a ſyllable.” 


&« Mon dieu, quelle extravagance 
was the only anſwer that the 
indignant houfekeeper deigned 
to give to the ridiculous aſſer- 
tions. Meanwhile the arial 
ſphere deſcended ſtill nearer to 
the earth, and a moſt embar- 


raſſing converſation took place 


between the Captain, and the 
fuppoſed ſupernatural being. It 


Vol. I. F was 
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was, however, in the higheſt de- 


gree, pleaſant, capricious, and lu- 


dicrous, 
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+ WE 2 ot Io 


AN UNEXPECTED VISIT. 


Ft AR ever argues a dege- 


nerate mind: I will ſpeak to it, 
therefore, be the conſequences 
ever ſo fatal,” cried Captain Ver- 
non. He immediately ſeized his 
daughter and Mrs. Dejolimie by 


the arm, and ran with them out 
2 of 
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of the temple, towards that part 


of the foreſt where the orb ap- 
peared to deſcend with great ra- 
pidity. No ſooner had he arrived 
at the ſpot, than he applied to 
his mouth a ſpeaking trumpet 
which he had brought with him 
ſrom the temple, and deliberately 
bending on one knee, repeated 
ſomething like the following words 
from Shakeſpeare, with great ſo- 
lemnity,—** Be'ſt thou a ſpirit of 
health or goblin damn'd ; be thy 
intents wicked or charitable, tho 


comelt 
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comeſt in ſuch a queſtiogable 
ſhape, that I will ſpeak to thee. - 
Oh anſwer me,—Let me not 
| burſt in ignorance, but tell from 


whence thou cam'ſt, and what 


thou art ?” | 
«© We ſhall have time enough 
for jeſting hereafter, 'Sir, cried the 
phantom. For the preſent, I wiſh 
to be informed where I am: for 
that black thunder cloud through 
which I have juſt taken a flight, 
has hidden the earth from my 
view, exactly ſeventeen minutes 
F 2 and 
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and three quarters, by my ſtop 


watch.” 


« Heaven and earth! exclaim- 


ed Captain Vernon, turning to 


Mrs. Dejolimic, and his daughter, 
is it poſſible that immortal beings 
ſhould make uſe of ſtop- watches?” 
« Why not, my dear papa? 
cried Margaret, with all imagina- 
ble ſimplicity: we have read, you 
know, that they have beautiful 
habitations, replete with magni- 
ficent rooms, chambers, and apart- 
ments, all moſt elegantly fur- 
niſhed: 
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niſhed: and I do not ſee why 
they ſhould not wear gold watghes | 
as ornaments to their dreſs.” 


Tell me, I conjure you, where 
I am, repeated the phantom, for 
I can deſcend in this place, with 
much facility, The levity of the 
machine will prevent my falling 
with any great violence: and I 
ſhmall take care to diſcharge ſome 
of my ballaſt.“ 80 ſaying, be 
threw down a quantity of bags, 
boxes, and baſkets, and the af- 
frighted captain, and bis compa- 
F 4 
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nions were preſently covered with 
a tower of biſcuits, fruit, and 
confectionaries that fell from 
them. 

ce This is all enchantment, ex- 

1 claimed Margaret, creeping cloſe 

w her father, and laying her 
trembling hand on his ſhoulder. 

It be ſo fort extraordinaire, 
ſaid Mrs. Dejolimic, dat I cannot 
believe my ſenſes.” 


, The Captain who, for a mo- 
ment, had ſtood ſpeechleſs with 
aſtoniſhment, took freſh courage, 


and 
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and ſeizing his ſpeaking trumpet, 
again addreſſed his diſcourſe to 
the phantom.—“ It is plain that 
I have hitherto ſtudied to little 
purpoſe, faid he, for in the 


courſe of my reading, I never ro- 


member to have ſeen it afferted 
that apparitions had the power of 
eating. Yet by the relics which 
you have now hurled to the earth, 
it is certain that your highneſs is 
poſſeſſed of ſuch a privilege. I 
ſhall be glad to be informed, whe- 


ther you have alſo the peculiar 


” advan» 
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advantage of drinking ſtrong li- 
quors?“ 

* You are pleaſed, Sir, to be 


merry with my k:ghneſs, cried the 
ſuppoſed phantom, with a voice 
of thunder, but it is now time that 
you ſhould put an end to this ill- 
timed mockery, and prepare ſe- 
riouſly to facilitate my deſcenſion. 
As to drinking, I have finiſhed 
during my flight, two bottles of 
claret, two of hock, three of cham- 
paigne, a tankard of porter, and 
2 half pint rummer of brandy, 


and 
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and all within the ſpace of five 
hours and fifteen minutes, in which 


time I have performed a journey 


of more than a hundred leagues, 
at. the height of at leaſt ſeven 
miles above the clouds, where 


the air was fo extremely rari- 
fied that it has prevented the li- 


quor from taking any more effect 


upon my ſenſes than if it had | 
been fo much cold water.” 


« By the ſeven wonders ofthe 


world, replied the captain, thow 
haſt made a moſt perfidious af ** 


ſertion. 
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ſertion. I am now convinced 
that you arc not what J, at firſt, 
imagined you to be, but rather 
a demon of darkneſs: for I have 
always underſtood that it is not 
poſſible for good ſpirits to utter a 
falſchood, there being but one 
fimple language uſed among them, 


nor is that language learnt, but 


natural to every one, flowing 


ſpontaneouſly from their affections 
and thoughts, whilſt the ſound of 


the voice correſ ponds to the affec- 
tion, and the articulations of that 


ſound, 


'S 
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found, or the words, to the ideas 
or thoughts proceeding from that 
affection: and as their language 
correſponds thereto, it is alſo ſpi- 
ritual, and may be called a ſound- 
ing affe ction, and a ſpeaking 
thought.” 

The zrial voyager had, at firſt, 
entertained no other idea but that 


Mr. Vernon's extravagant actions 


were intended as mere pleaſant 
ries: but this laſt harangue, which 
had been delivered with much 
gravity, and with the moſt earneſt 
attention, 


$ 
5 
o 
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attention, had induced him to con- 
clude without. hefttation that the 
Captain was more of a madman 
than a humouriſt. 

During this converſation he per- 
ceived that his car had deſcended | 
too briſkly. In order, therefore, 
to check its courſe, and to pre- 
vent his falling into a deep marſhy 
ſwamp, then directly beneath 


him, he judged it neceſſary to 


throw out all his remaining bal- 


laſt, conſiſting of a ſtrange and 
fantaſtical mixture of ſand-bags, 
dial- 
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dial-plates, flannel waiſtebats, and 
braſs compaſſes. The machine 
inſtantly towered aloft. 

Amidſt the numerous articles 
that were ſhowered from the car, 
Captain Vernon obſerved à note 
book, that had fallen among 
ſome withered brakes on the edge 
of the moraſs. He immediately 
ran to pick it up: and his ſurpriſe 
was encreaſed beyond all bounds 
when he had read the following 


unintelligible and disjointed me- 
morandums, which he, at once, 
concluded 


* 
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——— — —. ˙— T, — — _- 


8 SOLITARY CASTLE. 
concluded to have been penned 
by an inhabitant of ſome other 
world: and, indeed, to judge 
merely from appearances, the 
conjecture was not at all unrea- 
ſonable. 

— Detached air thermo- 
meter 54— be thickneſs of the 
& ſtratum of clouds not to be dif- 


covered. Iris moſt beautifully 
painted The brilliant goddeſs 
appears to ſhower tranſparent 
dcop into Lord Rockingham's 
« canal—The equatorial hoop 

by 


« by no means to be touched 
At ten minutes paſt four turned 
out the pigeon; barometer 283 


« pucccflive falls of {now glit- 
« tering in the fun beams. Wool- | 
len waiſtcoats not ſufficient - 


« proofs agaiaſt the intenſe cold 
IN. B. Threw out an empty 
< brandy bottle. 
A. M. tothree quarters paſtten, 


„% my flight at leaſt ſeven miles 
above the higheſt. clouds. 


«* NB. I wasparticularly careful ta 


 * obſerve the vis inertie. At one 
* 4. J. C3 * P. XI. 
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From nine 
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P. M. the car at its higheſt alti- 
* tude. The ancient hypothefis 
that the flight of birds is omi- 
nous not altogether impoſſible. 
«© IF The ”" in its deſcent fell 
& jim with a company of roxks, and 
© at length alighted on the magnifi- 
© cent villa of the Duke of Bedford. 
At two P. M. I catched the firſt 
4 glance of the earth, and ſaw 


« three human figures running 


% acroſs a wide foreſt, The 
«* obliqueneſs of the fun's rays 
« dyed them the colour of blood. 


oF be 


SOLITARY CASTLE 83 


, The firſt man whoapproaches 
« near me, on my deſcenſion, 
« ſhall be compelledyviſs- in 
« the car, in order to try bay 
effect a ride of a * miles 
above the clouds will produce 
« upon a perſon entirely unac- 


« quainted with ærial navigation. 
N. B. It will certainly make 
him air ſick.” 

Thank you for the hint, ex- 
claimed the captain, throwing 


away the note book wich all poſ- 


ble indignation. It is true, 1 
G 2 have 
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have made the tour of this globe, 
in company with a good old Eng- 
liſn admiral; but I have no fort 
of inclination to undertake a voy- 
age round the other world with a 
foreign commander in chief, — 
an apparition in regimentals, who, 
for any thing I know, may pour 
a broad fide of his cæ leſtial ſhot 
into the veſſel, and fink me be- 
fore I have well weighed an- 
chor. 

For heaven's ſake, my dear 
Sir, cried Margaret, let us fly 


from 


i 
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from the impending danger. If 
this ſhould prove one of thoſe ma- 
levolent ſpirits that I have read of, 
in the Pilgrim's Progreſs, we ſhall 
be loft inevitably.” “ 


Lou are in de right, ma 4. 
ſaid Mrs. Dejolimie, next to con- 
quering an adverſary dere is no 


ting in de varld fo glorious as to 


take to de heel, and run away.“ 
Am I not a Britiſh ſeaman ?” 

cried the Captain, with ſome 

little impetuoſity. 

G'3 „ Sans 
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« Sans toute,” replied Mrs. De- 
jolimie. e 


«« How then, he continued, can 


you ſuppoſe me capable of flying 
from the enemy? Rather than be 
guilty of ſuch an a& of cowardice, 
J will be hung alive, at the maſt 
head, till I become food for ſea- 
gulls. —I am not willing, it is 
true, to begin the attack, and 
therefore ſhall keep at'a reaſona- 
ble diſtance from the enemy.” 

During this converſation, the 
machine by ſome means was en- 


tangled 
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tangled among the tops of fome 
tall trees that grew in the hedge 
row, near the iron gates, leading 
tothe caſtle. The voyager moſt 
vehemently entreated Mr. Vernon 
to catch hold of the end of a large 
cable, which he threw down, in 
order to be liberated from his 
confinement. But the Captain, 


with inimitable obſtinacy, refuſed 
to ſtir a ſingle ſtep to his aſſiſt- 
ance; declaring © that if the veſ- 
ſel was in danger the maſts ought 
0 be cut away, but for bis own 

8 4 part, 
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part, as he fuſpected it was no- 
thing but 2 gi pirate that was 
ptovidentially on the point of be- 
ing wrecked on his dominions, he 
would ſooner be impaled alive by 
Scythian Indians than touch 2 
rope of the ſhip: unleſs by ſuch 
means he could accelerate her 
deſtruction. 

A diſpute enſued that would 


have taken a very ſerious turn on 


che part of the voyager, who was 
now, by the | Captain's egregious 
ſimplicity, deprived of all pa- 
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ty 


tience, had not the return of An- 
drew terminated the affray in 2 
manner | extremely |. laughable, 
Thar honeſt ſeaman, 2s the reader 
well remembers, on the firſt ap- 
pearance of the phenomenon, 
had defired his maſter to keep a 
ſtrict watch, promiſing that, in 


the mean while, he would fetch 


both arms and ammunition. 80 
zealous had he been in the exe- 
cution of this promiſe, that, in 
ſpite of diſfſiculties apparently in- 
ſurmountable, he had removed 2 

heavy 


I 
. 
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heavy piece of artillery that had 
lain in the court yard ever ſince 
the concluſion of the Auſanian 
Layage, and was now actually 
dragging it up a ſteep aſcent by 
the grove ſide, that it might be 
ready, in caſe of emergency. 
The conteſt, which he oyerbeard, 
as ſoon as he arrived at the ſum- 
mit of the hill, and the contemp- 
tuous geſtures of the Captain, 
uv hom he obſerved waving his hat 
in the air, at the ſame time pour- 
ing forth whole vollies of jea-oaths, 


Were 
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were, in the opinion of Andrew, 
indubitable ſignals for action. He 
therefore fixed the cannon behind 
a thick row of evergreens, where 
he was unobſerved, and having 
loaded it, and fixed the point, as 
near as he was able, in a dire& 
line with the body of the zronant, 
he pulled out a tinder box which 
he had purpoſely brought from 
the caſtle, ſtruck a light, and far 
fire to the priming without further | 


ceremony. The amazement of 


the Captain and the ladies, on 
hearing 


„ soLITART CASTLE: 
hearing the ſound of a cannon re- 
verberate through 'the grove, ſo 
extremely near to them, could be 
equalled only by the confufion of 
the zronaut, who, in the inſtant, 


found himſelf ſprawling in a 


quickſet hedge: for the grape ſhot 


from the cannon had ſhivered the 
car into ten thouſand pieces, and 
che unfortunate voyager had been 
ſent to the earth by an impulſive 
motion at leaſt as ſwift as that 
which originally whirled him to 
the ſkics. 


It 
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if Copraio Vernon had, at firſts 
ſome difficuley in believing, thas 
this extraordinary yilitor was 2 
human being, like himſelf, he was 
now convinced of his error, by 


the woeful appearance of the 
voyager, whole countenance, 
when he firſt emerged from the 
buſhes, was ſtuck over with thorns, 


as full as a pincuſhion, and having 


been ſcratched into a kind of re- 


gular net- work, ſtreamed with 
blood fo copiouſly that there 


needed 
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needed no other tokens of mor- 
tality. ns 

u was not long before a proper 
explanation took place between 


the parties: and the ſtranger was 
invited into the caſtle, in order to 
have his wounds dreſſed by Mrs. 
Dejolimie, and to partake of ſome 
necefiary refreſhments. 
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A LOVE SCENE—HIGHLY ROMANTIC: 


Tur charms of the lovely 
Margaret had made ſo deep an 
impreſſion on the ſtranger's heart, 
that, from the firſt moment he ſaw 
her, he determined to poſſeſs her, 


at the riſque of every thing that 


was dear and yaluable'to him on 


carth. 
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earth. It is true, however, as 
we ſhall find in the courſe of the 
narrative, that he did not enjoy 
the good things of this world in 
an eminent degree. The ven- 


ture, therefore, was leſs than might 


at firſt, have been expected. Ne- 


ver, indeed, was an enterprize 
undertaken with ſo much proba- 
bility of ſucceſs, for, of all women 
on earth, Miſs Vernon was the 
leaſt qualified to defend hericlf 
againſt the dangerous attacks of 
ber admirer, whoſe favourite 
Lcaſt 
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boaſt had ever been that he was 
ſecond to no man in the arts of 
female ſeduction. 

The characters of Margaret 
and Mr, Chartres, for that was 
the ſiranger's name, formed ef 
_ contraſt ſingularly ſtriking. The 


one was a compoſition of fimpl- 
city, ignorance, and generofity ; 
the other was made up of treach- 
ery, perfidy, and cunning. She 
might have exclaimed, with Mi- 
randa, in the Tempeſt, that he 
was the third man ſhe Cer had 
Vor. J. 3 looked 
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looked upon: ind be, in the 
words of ſome hero of the ſtage, 
might have replied that he had 
ſeen and conquered: half the fine 
women in Europe. 

On the third evening of the 


ftranger's viſit at Captain Vernon's, 


happening to ſtray through the 
grove that ſurrounded-the caſtle, 
he beheld the beauteons Marga- 
ret, fitting under an elm, on a 
large block of white marble. A. 
honey ſuckle in full bloom crawled: 
luxuriantly over the ſpreading, += 
| branches, g 
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branches of the elm; and formed, 
as it were, a canopy” of flowers 
over her head. The blue violet, 
and yellow cowſlip were promi - 
cuouſly ſprinkled among the high 
graſs that grew around her; a ra- 
pid ſtream, that ruſhed from the 
foreſt, in forcing its paſſage thro? 
a quantity of broken ſtones that 
had fallen from an adjoming rock, 
daſhed its white froth in the air, 
and broke into a variety of bew. 
tifal caſcades: the bees that. 


farmed among the green bran» 
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ches of the trees, were humming 
their veſpers in the departing ſun- 
ſhine: the plaintive nightingale 
had juſt began her ſong: — In 
ſhort the ſcenery was ſo extremely 
wild and fanciful that it would 
have charmed the moſt romantic 
lover in the univerſe. 

Mr. Chartres did not hefitate a 
moment to throw himſelf at Mar- 
garet's feet, ahd to declare his 
paſſion: which he deſcribed in 
ſuch extravagant terms, that had 


he ſpoken in the language of the 
| Gent9%s 
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Gentoos the fimple Margaret 
would have underſtood him with' 
equal facility. 

« Ah! divine Miſs Vernon, 
he cried, in this embarraſſing fi- 
tation how ſhall I prove to you 
the ſincerity of my heart? It is 
not enough to tell you that I fove 


—that I adore you—No! I will 


be an eternal flave to your 
charms: and only requeſt that 
you will make as light as poſſible, 
thoſe chains which you have al- 


ready forged.” 


15 
Hz In 


that J languiſh in your abſence. 
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% In good faith, you are ex- 


tremely merry, Sir, replied Mar- 
garet. 


Would that I were, rejoined 
Mr. Chartres. No, charming 
girl, my heart is too full of inqui- 


etude. You have eternally robbed 
me of repoſe.” 


*I am ſorry for it. If you did 
not ſleep well laſt night, I will 


take care to order tha 


Talk not of fleep, thou beau- 
teous inſenſible. I tell you again 


But 
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But I will no longer exiſt without 
you: for I am determined, from 
this inſtant to follow you as faith- 
fully as your own lovely ſhadow.” 

„ You will then purſue me 
only when the ſun ſhines,” re- 
plied Margaret. 

A crael jeſt, reſumed Mr. 
Chartres. Under the appearance 


of ſimplicity you are too inge- 
nious in giving me pain. But ĩt 


is plain that I am doomed to eter- 


nal diſgrace and miſery. I ſee 
ioo clearly that I bave not ſuffi- 
went merit to attract your atten- 


H 4 tion. 
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tion. Ah! Margaret, would the 
forteit of my life make you happy, 
I {wear by all the hoſt of hea- 
ven 1 l 
Hold, Sir, interrupted: Mar- 


garet, before you proceed any 


— 
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further, I have one queltion to 
i} propole to you.” 

Quickly then, he dd, FRO it 
be put: whatever it be, I will, 
anſwer it with the ſtricteſt fide- 
it lity.“ 


14 
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[ * You; will not deceive me.” 
If I do may indelible ſhame 
| * | be 
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be my portion in this world, and 
in the next evyerlaſt——” 
Nay you are not diſpoſed 
to liſten to me.“ 

% By heaven I am, he replied. 
Speak, for I can brook no longer 
delay. I am almoſt furious with 
pain. 2. 
„% Why then, Sir, I will be 
brief in my demand. Did you 


ever read the Pilgrim's Progreſs?t”- 
„ 'The Pilgrim's Progreſs, re- 
peated Mr. Chartres, ſuftocated 
with rage and diſappointment— 
ihe 
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The Pilgrim's Progreſs. Good 
God, What inſenſibiliy! le i 


really poſſible, Miſs Vernon, that 
you can be ſerious inpropounding 


a queſtion ſo futile and extraneous, 


in this moment of ſuſpenſe and a- 
gitation? 

« My meaning is clear, Sir. 
When I prevented the proceſs of 
your ſpeech, you were on the 
Point of making a moſt ſolemn 
oath: but had you read the book 
in queſtion, you would have 


known” 


«« May 
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% May I periſh, he cried, if 
this be not too much, infinitely 
too much to bear. But I under 
ſtand you: the tendency of your 
diſcourſe is clear to me as the 
light of the "meridian fun. You 
mean to trifle with my paſſion. 
I read too plainly my deſtiny, in. 
your downcaft eyes. In a word, 
you do not love, Miſs Vernon.” 
Indeed l do,” cried the arts 
Teſs Margarer. | 
Then am I tbe happieſt of 


beings, be exclaimed, - moſt ea- 
gerly 
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gerly preſſing her hand to his 
lips. Yet ſuffer me not to be 


_ deceived ;—let the delicious ſound” 


once more vibrate on my car.” 

* Once more; then, I regard 
you with the molt unaffected ten- 
derneſs: for I have always been 
directed to lovemy enemies.” 

And is it thus, after all, that 


my paſſion is requited? Yet tell 


me—tell me, thou cruel fair one, 


in what particular inſtance have I 
been ſo unfortunate as to incur the 
reproach of ſo odious a name as 


that 


1 
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that of an enemy to the moſt 
beautiful woman upon earth.” 

„ really do not know, Sir, 
replied Margaret, the moſt beau- 
tiful woman on earth can alone 
anſwer that queſtion.” 


* Ah! ceaſe this ſpecious pre- 


varication, and tell me, without 
diſguiſe, that your heart has de- 


clared in my favour.” 


« Pardon me, Sir, I dare not 
utter a direct falſehood.” 
“Thus then, charming Mar- 


garct, let me force the confeſſion 


from 
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from your roſy lips.” With theſe 
wotts, he caught her in his arms, 
and would have ptocceded to the 
moſt unwarrantable freedoms, 
had not her ſhricks brought the 
Captain, who fortunately hap- 
pened to be walking in the grove, 
to her aſſiſtance,” 

The waves of the Atlantic 
ocean, when aſſailed by the moſt 
furious whirlwind, never boiled 
with greater impetuofity than the 
paſſtons of the enraged com- 
mander, when he beheld his 


daughter 
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daughter ſtruggling in the ſtran- 
ger's arms. He ran up to the 


aſſailant; and in the moſt peremp- 
tory, hut at the ſame time, comi-- 
cal manner, demanded if he 


could ſuim. 


So ſtrange a queſtion, accom» 
panied with the threatening looks. 
of the Captain, did nota little en- 
creaſe Mr. Chartres embarraſſ- 
ment. He, however, ſummoned. 
all his courage to his aid, and with 


auſwered in the negative. 
. Then 


a well-difſembled look of defiance, 
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«© Then you may fink and be 
d——, rejoined the commander. 
Look you, young gentleman, you 
came here by air, and ſhall as 
certainly go home by water. 80 
you may prepare for your voyage : 
for if I do not inſtantly ſet you 
afloat, may it be my fate to be 
brought to a court martial, com- 
poſed of freſh-water ſeamen, and 
hung at the yard arm of a Yar- 
mouth fiſhing ſmack.” 

Scarce had the commander pro- 


nounced theſe words, when he 
ſcized 
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ſeized Mr. Chartres, and tripping 
up his heels, threw him with great 
violence into the rivulet. The 
unfortunate culprit was carried 


with ſuch rapidity down the 
ſtream, that he was out of fight 
in a moment: while the Captain, 
nearly choaked with laughter, 
continued cracking his ſea-jokes : 
declaring that, ſince the ſtructure 
of the Royal William, he had never 
ſecn a more promifing launch. 
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x CHAPTER vn. 


A HAIR-BRAINED PROJECT. 


1 Tu E cruel reprehenfion, the 
unexpected defeat, and, above all, 
the ſevere drenching which Mr. 
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Chartres had experienced, would 
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have quenched every ſpark of 
gallantry in a mind leſs ardent 


than that of our hero. But he, 
| like 
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like a ſkilful pilot, who augments 
his exertions in proportion to the 
violence of the tempeſt, deter- 
mined to reſiſt every impediment, 
and to purſue his courſe, in ſpite 
of the dangers that ſurrounded 
him. He had no inclination, it 
is true, to provoke the farther re- 
ſentment of Captain Vernon, who 
threatened him with all the hor- 
rors of nayal diſcipline, unleſs he 
inſtantly quitted the caſtle. He, 


therefore, found it neceſſary to 


bid a reluctant adieu to the lovely 
I 2 Mar- 
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Margaret. But he left her with 


a ſecret reſolution to return as 


in ſoon as poſſible, in order, by ſome 
i! lucky expedient, to fatisfy both 
| his love and revenge. 

il What this expedient was to be, 
0 he had not yet determined: but 
1 whilſt he meaſured his ſolitary 
ſteps acroſs the foreſt, (for he was 


| reduced to the neceſſity of return- 


ing to the neareſt market town on 
foot) he had ample leiſure for the 
formation of his plan. On his 


arrival at a ſmall alchouſe, in the 
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extremity 
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extremity of the foreſt, at which 
he ſtopped to take ſome refreſh- 
ment, he concluded upon the 


following ſtratagem. 


During his ſhort refidence at 


- the caſtle, he remembered to 


have heard Mr. Vernon frequently 
make mention of a particular 
friend, who had formerly failed 
with him in the Centurion, and 
who had amaſſed a conſiderable 
fortune: but having been regu- 
larly trained to the ſea, he had 


never ſince been able to live on 
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ſhore with any ſatisfaction to 
himſelf, Though much ad- 
vanced in years, he had lately 
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undertaken a trading voyage to 
the Weſt Indies. 


This gentleman had taken with 


him a large venture on Captain 
Vernon's account, and a ſmall 
one on the part of Andrew: both 


of whom, therefore, looked for- 


ward to his arrival with the great- 


eſt degree of impatience and anx- 
iety. Mr. Chartres, then, deter- 


mined, as ſoon as he ſhould arrive 


in 
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in town, to diſpatch two of his 


aſſociates to the hedge-row ale- 


houſe, in which he now was, and 
which was fituated at the diſtance 
of twelve miles from the caſtle. 


* A letter, ſaid he, ſhall be ſent 


from hence to Captain Vernon, 


bearing the ſignature of his friend, 
which ſhall announce the ſafe ar- 
rival of the ſhip at Falmouth, and 
acquaint the Captain, that, having 
been ſo fortunate as to bring home 
a conſiderable treaſure on his con- 
ſideration, he has himſelf under 
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taken the charge of it: but that a 


trifling accident which has juſt be- 
fallen him on the road, has obliged 
him to requeſt the aſſiſtance of the 
Captain and his ſervant. In the 
mean while a chaiſe ſhall be in 
waiting on the foreſt, at a proper 
diſtance from the caſtle, and, as 
ſoon as the two honeſt ſeamen 
have weighed anchor, and ſer ſail 
on this frunleſs cruiſe, the exe- 
cutors of the ſtratagem ſhall drive 
up to the gates, and deliver to 


Margaret the moſt plauſible ſum- 


mons 
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mons they can deviſe, for her im- 
mediate attendance on the Cap» 
rain, and her ſuppoſed Godfather. 
The moment ſhe ſteps into the 
chaiſe will, of courſe, be the mo- 
ment of ſucceſs. The poſtillion, 
through an unaccountablemiltake; 
will turn the horſes heads towards 
London; and thus, in a few hours, 
I ſhall have in my arms one of 
the fineſt women in England; 
who, though ſhe will not bring 
me much cordial affection, will 


recompenſe me by a fortune of 
{ix 
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fix thouſand pounds, to which I 


ſhail have an undoubted claim, as 
foon as I have cauſed her to take 
a morning lounge with me, at the 
next pariſh church. —An object 
which I ſhall moſt certainly ac- 
compliſh either by force or arti- 
fice.” 

Having thus formed his hair- 
brained project, Mr. Chartres 
journeyed to town, with all poſſi- 
ble diligence, in order to put it 
into execution. 

CHAP. 
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En VIII. 


* A PAIR OF PCRTRAITS, 


Tur character of Mr. Chartres 
has, no doubt, been : ſhrewdly 
gueſſed at: we ſhall not therefore 
ſtop to comment upon it in this 
place. But a few words reſpect- 
ing the two companions who are 
to aſſiſt him in his enterprize, as 


they are about to be introduced to 


the 
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the reader's notice, will not, per- 


haps, be · entirely uſeleſs. 
Mr. Le Fleur was the fruit of an 


illicit amour, between an Italian 
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G | opera girl, and an Engliſh peer. 
it His mother unfortunately made a 
i falſe ſtep as ſhe was performing in 


a celebrated Fingalian dance, 


-- 
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which was the occaſion of his 
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blundering into the world nearly 


* 


two months before he was expect- 
| ed by his friends, He drew his 
1 firſt breath behind the ſcenes of 
| the opera houſe, This ſon of 
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Signora Celeſtina, being bred in an 


Italian family, was ſo well in- 
ſtructed in muſic, and had ſo won- 
derful a taſte, that he was a tole- 
rable mufician before he could 
ſpeak. His nurſe, inſtead of Chevy 
Chaſe, and the Children of the M oad, 
would ſing to him nothing but the 
ſofteſt Italian airs: and fo accul- 
tomed were his little ears to chro- 
matic notes, that it was faid he was 
never heard even to ſhriek out of 
tune, Before he was three years 
old, the barbarous old Engliſh jig 
The black joke,” being acciden- 

| tally 
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tally played on a barrel organ un- 
der his window, produced ſuch an 
effect on his nerves that he overſet 
a tea-table, and deftroyed a ſet 
of porcelain of conſiderable value. 
Ar the age of fourteen he was fent 
to Rome, where he invented a 
new ſpecies of fiddle ſtrings, exa- 
mined the picture frames in the 
Vatican, and aw the Pope. 

In ſhort, after viſiting all the 


courts in Europe, he returned to 


his native country, the very oracle 
of taſte: and in the hemiſphere 
of faſhion be was allowed to be 


the 


- 
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the leading ſtar. But, unfortu- 
nately for him, ſoon aſter his ro- 


turn, his noble parent took ſo haſty 


a leave of the world, that he for- 
got to inſert the name of Mr. Le 


Fleur in his will. He was conſe⸗ 


quently turned adrift with no 
eſtate or poſſeſſions, excluſive of 
his faſhionable acquirements, Af. 
ter ſeveral revolutions of fortune 
he became a waiter at White's, but 


at length was advanced to the dif- 


tinguiſhed poſt of puffer to one 


of the winter theatres. Thus, af- 
ter having run round the whole 


circle 


with the dames d'eſprits of Paris, 
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circle of faſhion ;—after ſporting 


the brunettes of Venice, and ama- 
zons of Amſterdam : after having 
inhabited the moſt ſplendid apart- 
ments of Milan the rich, Genog 


the proud, and Naples the mag- 


nificent, he was now compelled 


to dwell in a room, fix foot ſquare, 


ia a ſmall ſmoky court, near Cha- 


ring croſs: from whence, how- 


ever, he made frequent incurfions 


into the regions of taſte and diſſi- 


pation. 
The other friend of Mr. Char- 


tres, 
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tres, who was known only by the - 
affirmed name of Fletcher, had 
the appearance of a young man 
of quality; for the paleneſs of the 
fickly primroſe was ſettled upon 
his countenance, His mind was 
not lefs amiable than his perfon 
was engaging ; but his perſon, to 
fpcak the truth, was a little warped, 
and little more than five feet high. 
He had the comparative merit of 
being a better courtier, and a ſtill 
greater libertine, than Mr. Le 
Flevr, but then, on the other hand, 

Vor. I. FE W Y 
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it was allowed that he was by no 


means ſo good a fidler. Mr. 
Fletcher had, for ſeveral years 


paſt, reſided in the Eaſt Indies, 


but in conſequence of a duel he 


fought at Madraſs, wherein he 
had been ſo dextrous as to ſend 
his antagoniſt to the ſhades, he 
found it neceſſary to return to 
England with a borrowed title, 
Ar preſent he enjoyed a very lu- 
crative. place in one of the public 
offices. He was reckoned a 


mirror 


f 
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mirror of politeneſs by all who 
had the honor of his acquaintance.. 

In a word, he was poſſeſſed of 
infinite cunning and addreſs, and 
on that account had been ſelected 
by Mr. Chartres as a proper agent 


in his hazardous undertaking. 
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CHAPTER IX. 


SHEWETH THE SUCCESS OF THE HAIR«< 
ERAINED PROJECT, 


Tur two adventurers, judging 


it improper to take ſervants with 


them on their ſecret expedition, 


ſet forward towards the caſtle in 


a phacton, entirely unattended, 


It 


SOLITARY CASTLE. ny 


It was near ſun-fet when they 
arrived at the cottage alehouſe on 
the ſkirts of the foreſt. Mr. 
Fletcher inſtantly alighted to diſ- 
patch the premeditated letter to 
Captain Vernon. It was agreed 
that he ſhould afterwards walk 
ſlowly acroſs the foreſt, following 
the road, through which Mr. Ver- 


non and Andrew were neceſſarily 


to paſs, that, being a conſummate 
maſter of ſineſſe, he might enter 
into converſation with them, and 
find means to arreſt them on their 


K J journey, 


334 SOLITARY CASTLE. 


Journey, in order to preclude the 
diſcovery of their miſtake, and 
prevent their return until it was 
too late to purſue Mr. Le Fleur 
and his fair companion, with any 
degree of fuccels. This end ac- 
compliſhed, he was to make the 
beſt of his way to Nottingham, 
(not being more than eighteen 
miles diſtant) at which place the 


two companions were to meet. 


Mr. Le Flcur, in the mean 
while, drove on, till he came near 


enough to the caſtle to fix upon a 
4 Proper 
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proper fituation for watching the 


departure of the Captain and An- 


drew: and ſoon after they had 


made their exit, he paid his re- 
ſpects to Margaret. 

The plan that had been agreed 
upon, had the deſired effect. Mr. 
Le Fleur acted his part with ſuch 
perfect diſſimulation, that he had 
no ſooner delivered io Miſs Ver- 
non the fictitious ſummons from 


her father, to accompany him to 


the cottage, to welcome the ar- 
rival of her godfather, than ſhe 


K 4 ha ſtened 
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haſtened to the gate, and ſeated 
herſelf by his fide in the phaeton, 


without the ſmalleſt hefitation. 


Even Mrs. Dejolimie, the prudent 
and cautious Mrs. Dejolimie, Was 


ſo little ſuſpicious of the deception, 


that was playing off againſt the 


family, that, as ſoon as ſhe had 
ſeen Margaret ſafe in the chaiſe, 
ſhe ſet herſelf to work, with all 


poſſible diligence, in order to pre- 


pare a ſplendid ſupper for the ex- 
pected viſitor. 


C HAP. 
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Narri 


THE BENIGHTED TRAVELLERS. 


Tu E ſtate of the mind oppreſſed 


with a fudden calamity, ſays the 


ſolid Johnſon, is like that of the 


fabulous inhabitants of the new = 
created earth, who, when the firſt 


night came upon them, ſuppoſed 
thatday would never return, Such 
was 
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'was Margaret's deſpondency, 
when ſhe began to reflect on the 
danger of her ſituation. 

At the diſtance of a few miles 
from the caſtle, Mr. Le Fleur, as 
the beſt means of baffling purſuit, 
left the common highway, and 
truck into a road that led through 


a thick wood. It Was then that 


Miſs Vernon waked, as it were, 


from her dream of ſecurity. She 


I ſaw the error, which it was too 
| late to remedy. That ſhe was the 
| dupe of her own credulity, prect- 


pitance, 
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* 
Pitance, and weakneſs, was now 


beyond a doubt. Inſtead of meet- 
ing the fond careſſes of the deareſt 
friend of her father, ſhe found her- 
ſelf ſubje& to the hateful inſults 
of an unknown raviſher. 

The ſun had departed, and the 
grey twilight began to give place 
to darkneſs, when ſhe entered the 
wood. Every thing around her 
was gloomy and frightful. The 
ſpark of reaſon, which ſhe ſtill re> 
tained, was overpowered by fear. 
The phantoms of guilt and mur- 

der 
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der ſeemed to glide acrofs her 
| fight: and the moſt horrid images 
filled her diſordered imagination. 
N Every endeavour for freedom was 


uſeleſs. She had recourſe to pray- 
ers and tears, and even the moſt 
tender endearments: but her vio-—- 
later was more deaf to her com- 
plaints than the ſurrounding trees 
and rocks, that echoed back her 
mournful ſhricks and lamenta- 
tions. 

At length weakened, and almoſt 
exhauſted by her violent but una» 


vailing 
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vailing efforts, ſhe gave herſclfup . 
to a melancholy filence, and ſub- 
mitted to her fate. 
Before they had been an hour 
in the wood, the night grew ſo 
extremely dark, that, not being 
able any longer to ſee the road. 
Mr. Le Fleur was under the ne- 
ceſſity of giving up the reins, and 


truſting entirely to the ſagacity of 
the borſes. About this time they 
perceived an approaching tem- 
peſt. The diſtant thunder rum» 
dled in the air; the rain began to 
— 


* x” 
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pour down in torrents; and quick 
flaſhes of lightning darted through: 
the trees and the buſhes. Fright- 
ened by the clamour of the ſtorm, 


the horſes ran forward at random. 
The phaeton was in danger every 
moment of beingoverturned; and 
the faces, both of Mr. Le Fleur 
and Margaret, were ſo terribly 
wounded by the branches of trees 


., that ſtretched acroſs the road, that 


they ſtreamed with blood. Soon 
alter the tempeſt had ſubſided, 
Mr. Le Fleur found himſelf be- 

wildered. 
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wildered in the thickeſt part of 
the wood, without the moſt diſtant: 
hopes of extrication. 


He was in this uncomfortable- 


ſtate, when, looking forward, he 


obſerved alightthroughthe buſhes, 
which appeared to be at no great 


diſtance. On his nearer ap- 
proach, peeping through the 
boughs of a thick tuft of hazels, he 


beheld a large fire, around which 


was an aſſemblage of men and 


women, who were variouſly emy 


ployed: ſome emptying cruſts of 


bread, and pieces of . 


* . * K —— ˙ K ˖ĩ ·˙ , — - = — - 
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cheefe from their knapſacks ; o- 
thers burning off the feathers of 
geeſe, turkies, and other ſorts of 
poultry, with firebrands : others 
again hanging kettles to large 
ſticks that were tranſverſely placed 
over the fire. A number of half. 


naked children were, at the ſame 


time, gathering ſear branches, and 


roots of trees, for fuel. 

A detachment of ſcouts, from 
this ragged army, being on duty, 
the carriage was quickly obferved 
by one of the advanced guard, 

who 
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who gave a private fignal, and, 
in che infant, the whole wood 
reſounded with a clamorous ſhout 
that was given by the party, who 
all immediately haſtened to the 
ſpot. Mr. Le Fleur and Mar- 
garet were, with little ceremony, 
diſlodged from the phaeton; the 
latter trembling, fainting, and al- 


moſt dying with the apprehen- 

fion of danger: and the former, 

owing to his extreme cowardice, 

in a ſtate not leſs pitiable. Their 
| fears, however, began to abate, 
Vor, I. L vhen, 
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when, with a kind of ſavage ci- 
vility, they were invited to par- 
take of the ſplendid repaſt; which, 
they were informed, was pre- 


paring for the celebration of the 


nuptials of a young couple, who, 
as ſoon as ſupper was ended, were 
to be united in wedlock, 
Mr. Le Fleur and Miſs Vernon 
were introduced to the king and 
queen of this Egyptian band: and 
had the honour to be ſeated near 
them, on the graſs, His majeſty, 
who was placed by the fide of 
his 
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his royal conſort, on the trunk 
of a fallen oak, was much ad- 
vanced in years, and in perſon 
above the common ſize of mor- 
tals. As a politician he had, 
among his ſubjects, no ſuperior: 


as a general, no equal. For more 


than half a century he had in- 
ſtructed a choſen troop in the noble 
ſcience of plunder and pilfery: 
and he had, himſelf, led them on 
to victory. All the inhabitants of 
the country, from the 'Squire down 


to the meaneſt farmer, trembled 
L 2 ' a> 
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at his name. Nor was there a 
road, a green lane, a heath, or a 
meadow, in the diſtri&t, that had 
not witneſſed the havock he had 
made among their flocks and their 


poultry. But, although a man of 


infinite courage, he could never 
be faid to ſtare danger in the face, 
or to look ſtraight forward to the 

| object he purſued : for his neck 
had ſuch an unlucky twiſt, that 
his face was invariably fixed in a 
direct line with his left ſhoulder. 
The accident had befallen him 


| 
ſome 
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ſome years before, whilſt he was 
on a ſwinging party, in the vicin- 
ity of Oxford-ſtreet, where, thro? 
great good fortune, he cluded the 
horrors of ſudden death, by dex- 
trouſly fixing a row of ſteel hooks 
under his ſhirt- collar. 
With reſpe& to the queen, ſhe 
was, at leaſt, as handſome as the 
generality of her ſubjects. Her 
complexion was of the darker ſpe- 
cies of olive: ſhe had an aquiline 
noſe: her teeth were beautifully 
white; her eye (for ſhe had bur 
L3 one) 
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one) was bright and piercing, 
and her mouth round and ſmall, 
— but it was ſomewhat ſullied 
by the ſtains of leaf tobacco, 
which her majeſty chewed in 
enormous quantities, 5 
During ſupper the monarch 
paid much attention to Miſs Ver- 
non, and was particularly officious 
in helping her to dainties. She 
did not, it is true, much reliſh 
the Egyptian cookery, but ſne 
ſiupported the ſemblance of cat- 
ing, with great propriety. Mr. 
Le Fleur, 
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Le Fleur, who dreaded the ill 
effects of noncompliance, eagerly 
devoured every thing that was 
ſet before him. He beſtowed 


the warmeſt encomiums on the 


entertainment, and particularly 
praiſed the gegſe broth, which, he 
ſaid, far excelled the fineſt bouillon 
be had ever taſted at Paris. This 
inimitable decoction was made by 
boiling a couple of geeſe in a gal- 
lon of water, till the fleſh was 
nearly reduced to pulp. After 


which a pint of train oil was 


L 4 added 
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added to the liquor; and a few 
leeks, and pickled herrings, with 
a ſufficient quantity of ſalt thrown 
in, by way of ſeaſoning. | 

Mr. Le Fleur's politeneſs car- 
ried him beyond the bounds of 
diſcretion. No one ſwallowed 
the liquid with greater avidity. 
His ſtomach, however, which, 
from the firſt, had obſtinately 
reſiſted the emetical qualities of 


the train oil, made à grand effort 
for liberty. The conſcquence 


was 
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was a loud and univerſal peal of 
laughter at his expence. 
Supper was barely ended when 
the company were agreeably in- 
terrupted by the appearance of a 
man, who bore a large caſk on 
his ſhoulder. This perſonage was 
one of their aſſociates, who, being 
an adept in the art of legerde- 


main, had been diſpatched in the 


latter part of the day to the near- 
eſt village, with ſtrict in junctions 
not to return without booty. Hay- 


ing no declared, to the great joy 
of 


' 
l 
l 
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of his companions, that the liquor 
he brought was Barbadoes rum, 
he took his ſeat in the circle, and 


an order was iſſued for broaching 


the caſk without delay. 


The overflowing noggin circu- 
lated briſkly: meanwhile the ſtran- 


ger was deſired to give a circum- 


ſtantial account of his adventure. 
He began to relate his ſtory with 
much gravity. The lhngwee in 
which he choſe to convey his ſen- 
timents was the claſſical ang, or 


vulgar tongue, Mr. Le Fleur, 


whoſe 
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whoſe refined ear. had always 
been accuſtomed to the ſweeter 
and more melodious articulations 
of the French, and Italian, was 
immenſely ſhocked by his philo- 
logical barbariſms. Heinterrupted 
the orator, every inſtant, requeſt- 
ing explanations, or making ſuch 
abſurd comments, that his 7gnor ance 


was a ſubje& of merriment to the 


whole fable aſſembly. 
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C EAP'T. 22 XI. 


A CLASSICAL ORATION, 


7 You all know, my friends, 
{aid the orator, (taking a quid of to- 
bacco from his mouth, and daſh- 
ing it diſdainfully on the graſs) 
you all know, that when I firſt 
enliſted into this noble troop, I 
Had nc'er a morved: in my pouch. 
Bur 
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But what then?—Why Fl tell 
you. — Though I was poor at 
firſt, as the man ſays in the Play, 
I have done your ſtate ſome ſer- 


vice, and ye know it. But no- 
more of that —My notions are 
theſe. I am for liberty, property, 
and no exciſe: I hate ſteel ruffles, 


and collars, and iron-grates: I 


love theladies of the troop; I wiſh 


long corns and ſhort ſhoes to our 


enemies; and according to the 


S-ottiſh proverb, I hope he that 
made old Nick will take us all.“ 
« A moſt 
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* A moſt fingular exordium!” 
exclaimed Mr. Le Fleur. | 
« As to the affair of making the 
| rum, continued the orator, why, 
to be ſure for that matter, and 
the matter of that, it was no great 
katchment. As ſoon as I came to 
the village, I ſtopped at the ſign 
of the queer mower and lus jour- 
neyman. | 
never heard of ſo ſt range 

2 ſign, interrupted Mr. Le Fleur, 
may I take the liberty of re- 
queſting 


SOLITARY: CASTLE. ng 


queſting you toexplain your mean- 


ing? 
* The queer mower, replied 


the orator, is Death: and I ſup- 
poſe you know who does all his 
work.” 

* 1 underſtand you, rejoined 
Mr. Le Fleur, you mean the fign 
of Death and the dafor.” 

„ You have exactly hit the 
mark. But as I ſhould have ſaid, 
or was going to ſay, ſcarce had 
I taken my ſeat in the hong ken, 
when a ſtage waggon ſtopped at 

Boy the 
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the door: and preſently the wag- 


divers.“ 


London divers, I ſuppoſe, 


ſaid Mr. Le Fleur, are a ſpecies of 
wild ducks.” ö 
This ſimple obſervation had 
nearly ſent the king of the gip- 
ſies to his eternal home. He 
burſt into ſuch à violent fit of 
laughter that he turned black in 


the face: and was in danger of 


inſtant ſuffocation. A happy ef- 
fect, however, was produced by 
this 


goner lugged in three London 
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this ſudden diſorder. His violent 
ſtruggles to regain his breath re- 
ſtored his majeſty's neck almoſt 
to its priſtine ſtare: and he im- 
mediately received the congratu- 
lations of his people, who teſtified | 
the joy they felt at this miracu- 
lous cure, by three loud and loyal 
cheers. Mr. Le Fleur was after- 
_ wards informed that a diver was 
a- more elegant name fora ſearcher 
of pockets; and the orator was 
defired to proceed in his narra« 


* 


uve. 
Vor. I. M « Ag 


162 SOLITARY CASTLE. 


« As ſoon, ſaid he, as we had 


buried a few floups of gurgle, we 
began to ſquare the broads.” 
There again I am at a loſs,” 
cried Mr, Le Fleur. 
To ſquare the broads, replied 
the orator, is to read the hiſtory 
of the four kings.“ 
ou mean, I imagine, Charles 
of Sweden, Louis of France, and 
« You are much miſtaken, in- 
terrupted the man of eloquence, 
I mean no other than the four 


kings of hearts, ſpades, clubs, and 


diamonds. 
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diamonds. But to proceed. 
while we' were at play, happen- 
ing to look through the window, 
I ſpied the caſk on the waggon. 
So, I left the divers as ſoon as 


poſſible: and whilſt the waggoner 


was making merry with the land- 
lady's daughter, I takes it into 
cuſtody, You are all ſure that 
I did not trouble my head 
about the reckoning; but away I 
trudged with the booty. I was 
lucky enough to meet nobody that 
dared to tell me black was the 
M 2 white 
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white of my eye, till I came into 


the church yard, where, while I 


was reſting my burthen on a 
tomb-ſtone, I was not a little 
alarmed on ſeeing a Tom-pat hard 
by the row of yew trees.” 
Lou were not really fright- 
enced by a bird!” cried Mr. Le 
Fleur, with amazement. 
As to that matter, you may 
call a Tom-pat a black bird if you 
pleaſe, ſaid the orator, laughing 
heartily, but I think him more 


like a wood-pecker; for you may 
ſee 


* 
* 
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fee him every Sunday, up to his 
ears in oak, juſt thruſting his head 
out of bis neſt, and Whiſtling a 
few dull notes, till he falls afleep 


on the rooſt,—You underſtand 


me?” 
C Indeed I do not. I am ſtill 


inthedark,” replied Mr. Le Fleur. 

* Poſſible enough.—But as 1 
was going to tell you, I took to 
my heels, and ſcampered over the 
ſtile like a young lap wing. So here 
was an end to my miſery: for be- 

| fore 
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fore he had time to turn himſelf 
round, I was fafe in the woods.” 
The Egyptian orator received 
the thanks of the whole afſembly 
for his fluent, chaſte, and elegant 


harangue ! N 


SOLITARY CASTLE. 163 


| : Lv 34 


> * — TIP mmm 
* * * 


CHAPTER, XIL 
THE GIPSIES' WEDDING. 


Berore the animating caſk 
was nearly drained tothe bottom, 
the greater part of the company, 
particularly the ladies, were ſo 
intoxicated, that every kind of re- 


ſerve was baniſhed, by general 


conſent: and nothing but uproar, 


and unbounded hilarity reigned in 


the 
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the high-ſpirited circle. This was 
the auſpicious moment for the 
performance ofthe nuptials. The 
young couple were led forth, and 
every thing was in preparation, 
when the bride; who had fipped 
her ſhare of the exhilirating li- 
quor, canceived an extravagant 
whim :—It was no other than that 
of being married in Miſs Vernon's 
clothes. This. odd- requeſt was 
received with loud ſhouts of ap- 
plauſe by the greater part of the 
aſſembly. The bridegroom tak- 
ing courage from the ſucceſs of 
his 
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his enchantreſs, inſiſted upon be- 


ing equipped in Mr. Le Fleur's 


laced ſuit. 

The king of the Gipfics, as 
well as his privy council, ſtrongly 
reprobated ſo unwarrantable a 
proceeding. He declared that it 
had ever been his boaſt, and alſo 
the boaſt of his anceſtors, to ob- 
ſerve ſtrictly the laws of hoſpitality. 
To filch the goods of an enemy, 
he declared. was no crime, be- 
cauſe every man ought to have 
wit enough to take care of his 
property. To take a purſe on the 

Vor. I. N highway, 


* 
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highway, in open daylight, was 


a proof of ſuperior courage: and 
courage was a quality that no 
man ought to be aſhamed of 
poſſeſſing. But to rob a couple 
of defencelefs ſtrangers, in the 
very moment when he had taken 


them under his protection, was 
an act that would fix an indelible 
ſtain on a profeſſion which, he 
faid, they all would allow was'an 
honourable one: and could be 


exerciſed only by a true genius, 


who poſſeſſed a mind of univerſal 
powers. 


Theſe 
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Theſe arguments unfortunately 
had no weight,—The beſt mo- 
delled governments are ſubjeR to 
ſudden ſeditious torrents, which 


no barrier of reaſoning can op- 
poſe with ſucceſs. It requires an 
uncommon ſhare of political ſaga - 
city to be able, at all times, to 
ſuppreſs the riotous, and to ſatisfy 
the ambitious. 
The trembling Margaret, whoſe 
eyes ſtreamed with tears, had 
waited the event of the debate, 
with the utmoſt ſuſpenſe, and 
agitation, When ſhe found that 

2 ſhe 
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ſhe was aQually to be ſtripped in 

the -preſence of ſuch barbarians, 

the fluſh of modeſty mounted into 

her cheeks, and her tender heart 

ſhrunk back with horror. With 

a dreadful ſhriek, that would have | 
- pierced the hearts, even ofthe ſa- 


vages, had not the liquor deprived 
them of. their natural perception, 
the ſtarted from her ſeat, ran to- 
wards Mr. Le Fleur, and throw- 
ing her white arms around him, 
ſorrow fully entreated him to ſhield 


ber from the cruel operation. 
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